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Greetings Members and Friend

As | write this message the temperature is hovering at 33
AACOAAO xEOE A OOAAAU xETA
wind chill down significantly. Hopefully, this is not a
Al OAAAOO donte as wWethéadl Dto tBd winter
months.

The Veterans Day Ceremony at the Alabama Veterans
Memorial Park was a huge success with our Chapter
leading the way in volunteer support. | would especially
like to thank Mike Conner, Margie Argo, and Donna
Martin for their leadership roles and everyone else who
gave their time to support the ceremony on November
10th. Our Chapter was also well represented at the
National Veterans Award Dinner where LTC Don
Lehman, USMCR (Ret) was recognized as the GBC MOAA
Veteranof the Year.

December 140 is the Annual Wreaths Across America
AOGAT O xEOE xOAAOEO AAEI C b
at the Alabama National Cemetery in Montevallo. The
Support Committee for the cemetery is soliciting help in
placing the wreaths. Plase support this event by

donating a wreath(s) and/or helping to place the

wreaths. Information on donating or placing the wreaths
can be found on the Support Committee website at
www.scalnc.org.
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Madrigal Singers from Asbury United Methodist

Church will provide music. Also, one of our

members, LTC Larry Michalove, USAF (Ret), will

discuss his awar d-winning book of stories he wrote

and sent to his children while deployed. Larry has
COAAET OOI U AT T AOGAA o 1T &£ EE
basket for donations to Toys -for Tots will also be
available at the check -in desk. Please bring a check

or toy (unwrapped) for this very worthy cause.

Checks should be made out to Toys-for-Tots.

'TA AT180 &£ OCAO OEAO EOGBO
wear your service uniform, if you can. Pictures will

AA OAEAT AO OEA AT A 1T &£ OEA
sharp!

Cyrthia and | wish you all a very happy holiday season
ripe with joy and good times shared with your family and
friends, and all the best as we move into 2020!

Our Christmas Meeting is December12th; social hour
begins at 6:00pm. Hope to see you all there!
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Statement of Publication

| FEEAAOCBO #Al1 EO OEA
Birmingham Chapter Military Officers
Association of America. It is published once
each month to inform the membership of
issues and activities ofterest to all.

GBC MOAA is a neprofit 501(c)19 entity in

the state of Alabama organized to represent the
membership and to support the activities of the
Alabama Council and MOAA National.

MOAA and its affiliatedchapters and councils
are nonpartisan.

Advertising contained in the newsletter is not
endorsed by MOAA or its affiliate the Greater
Birmingham Chapter, and does not represent
any recommendation to the membership.
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein
are not necessarily those of thenembership as
a whole or the Chapter. Questions should be
directed to newsletter@moaabirmingham.org
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Thursday, December 12, 2019 Social 6:00 pm, Dinner at 6:30 pm
1 Cost:  $26.00 per person
1 Payment for meal is due at the door (checks are preferred).

1 Location: Danberry at Inverness, 235 Inverness Center Drive, Birmingham, AL 35242.

I Reservations: : Contact CAPT Doulylarkham, 205420-2631 or dgmarkham3143@gmail.comby
Noonon MondayDecember9, 2019to make your reservation. Note: Your reservation is not
complete until you have received a confirmation call or email.

1

Menu: Salal: Broccoli salad over spinackith almonds; Appetizer: Mini crab cakes; Entrees: Short ribs, mash
potatoes, heirloom carrots, green beans; Dessert: Red Velvet Cake

Driving Instructions - Danberry at Inverness, 235 Inverness Center Drive, Birmingham, AL 35242

9 Traveling from | -65 (South or North): Take the 4459 interchange toward Atlanta. Proceed north
on I-459 and take Exit 19 onto Highway 280 toward Childersburg. Travel approx. 2.2 miles on
Highway 280 and turn right onto Inverness Center Drive (Fresh Market shopping centenaight).
Travel approx. 1/2 mile and turn left into Danberry at Inverness.

1 Traveling South on | -459: Take Exit 19 onto Highway 280 toward Childersburg. Travel approx. 2.2
miles on Highway 280 and turn right onto Inverness Center Drive (Fresh Markehopping center on
right). Travel approx. 1/2 mile and turn left into Danberry at Inverness.

1 Traveling West on Highway 280 : Turn left onto Inverness Center Drive (Fresh Market shopping
center on the left). Travel approx. 1/2 mile and turn left into @nberry at Inverness.
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Application for Membership/Renewal z Greater Birmingham Chapter MOAA  (Please print or type)

First Name MI Last Name Grade Rank Preferred Name Name of Spouse

Branch of Serice: ~ Army __ AirForce _ Navy __ Marines __ Coast Guard ____ Other:

Status: _ Active Duty  Retired ___ National Guard _ Reserve __ Former Member ___ Surviving S

Mailing Address City State Zip Code
Telephone #: Date of Birth: Email Address:

National MOAA Membership Number: National Membership Type: __ Basic ____ Premiu
Signature: Date:

____Renewal or__ New Membership (membership runs by calendar year)

____Regular Membership or ____ Surviving Spouse: __ $20/year __ $35/2 y&&@/3 years
___ Supporting Mendrship ($50) or ___ Sustaining Membership ($100)

___ROTC Afiliation (electronic communications orgyno cost)

Mail this form to Greater Birmingham Chapter MOAA, P.O. Box 530153, Birmingham, AL 35253




DECEMIBER EVENTS

MOAAGuests for December 2019
We are fortunate to have three programs for our December ¥2Christmas meeting. First, one of our very own

members, Larry Michalové . O #71h 531& 2A0h xEII ODAAVE o1 0660
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during the evening. Second, our Christmas entertainment will be provided and led by the Madrigal Singers, an
exceptionally talented vocal group from Asbury United Methodist Church, located at 66Zahaba Valley Road. |
am sure that we will all enjoy the evening of songs and music. Third, we are all familiar with the USMCR Toys
Tots campaign. We ask that each member please bring an unwrapped toy, or a check to help ensure that no c
goes without a Christmas present.

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

HOLIDAY GREETINGS! In a nod to political correctness, | want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season, wha
particular winter holiday may be.

Now | want to also share with all of you a reading that | particularly enjoy in December:

X Ly ( kgon thérevivre Shime shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by ni
And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they w
terribly frightened. But the angel said them : Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of great joy whi
will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born to you a Savior, who is Christ the Lor
will be a sign for you: you will find ababywrépp Ay Of 20 K& FyR f&@Ay3a Ay | Yl
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Li Aa WS a dzilkzelgbratdldn Decantber &5 anid $IE ig the REASON for the Season. May He continue t
0f Saa e2dz FyR @2dzNJ FlFYAtexY (K2aS aSNBAy3a 2y | OGAQD
CHRISTMAS season, and in the New Year that is to come.
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE.

Mac Chandler, LTC, USA RET
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Seated Col Stan Sims and Col Carl Cooper, age 99, GBC
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(visit Legislative Action at http//www.moaa.org)

10 ) xOEOA OEEO i1 1 @avérinent doikuéd tdhopea@Aindé) B Bohatdudny Ol
Resolution until November 2Etwith no Congressional agreement on the 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA).

Sen.Jiminhofe (R ET1 A8Qq ET OOT AOAAA A OOEET T Uefensgelprogiamé A O
continue uninterrupted.

7TEET A OEA TAxh Axoy AEITEIT AEI1 AOOEI OEUAO 1
incentive pays, provides for qualityof-life programs for military families, and includes funding for
military constr uction and acquisition programsit leaves out several MOAAupported issues that are
addressed in either the House or Senate NDAA versions, or in boflhis includes language that would:

Prevent the elimination of 18,000 military medical billets.

EndtheOx EAT xO OA@86

Require comprehensivemilitary housing reform.

Stop changes and consolidations planned for trmommissary and exchange system
Fund necessary improvements to military spouse employment and education
resources.military spouseemployment and educationresources.
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of passing an annual defense bill.

Other items of Interest

Open Season for FEDVIP

Open season for the Federdmployees Dental and Vision Program (FEDVIP) runs through Dec. 9. If
Ui 66 0OA A1 ECEAT A A O &%$6)0 OEEO i AOEO OEA T11A|
undergoing aqualifying life event.

Remember: If you want to keep the o
bl AT UT Oétois requited during ofseh season.

While you can request contact information from 1877-888-FEDS, you can also contact carriers directly:

Aetna Dental: 1-800-554-2042

Delta Dental: 1-855-410-3255

FEPBIlueDental: 1-855-504-2583
GEHAConnection Dental Federal: 1-877-434-2336
MetLife Dental Plan: 1-888-865-6854

=A =4 =4 -4 A
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2020 Medicare Part B Premium

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE CONTINUED

The standard Medicare Part B premium will rise about $9 a month beginning Jan. 1, 2020,
but beneficiaries in higher income brackets will see a larger increase.

Individuals whose 2018 modified adjusted gross income (MAGI), as reported on their federa
tax return, was $87,000 or less, or was $174,000 in a joint return, will pay $144.60 a month
in premium costs, up from $135.50 in 2019.

Beneficiaries in five highe income brackets pay an extra charge, known as an Income
Related Monthly Adjustment Amount (IRMAA), which also goes up at the start of the new

year:

If your individual tax income was above $87,00Q to $10930001 or ypur\joi\nt )
income was above $174,000 up | A ¢ p Y h 1 $2B2.4UpeComtl . D A

&O1T I Apnwhnnn O Apoohmnnn ET AEOEAOAI
pay $289.20 per month .

&O1 I Apooehmnmnmn O Apeohmnn ET AEOEAOAI
pay $376 per month .

From $163,000to $50th it ET AEOEAOAT 1 O Aoccohm

pay $462.70 per month . If you are married but file a separate tax return with
ETATT A AAT OA Ayxhmnmn AOGO 1 AOGO OEAT 4
Above $500,000 individual or above $750,000 joint) T O 8 1$491.6D ey

month . If you are married but file a separate tax return with income above
Atpohmnnh UT 6611 Al O DPAU OEEO OAOA{




Armed Forces Spouse Club
December 12
American Village, Montevallo, Al

For reservations
Contact
Jane Galik
ladyg8r74@gmail.com
205-664-8163

The purpose of this organization is to foster friendship among the
spousesof active, retired alive and deceasenilitary personnel of
the Armed Forces

o JERADRYT"
Surviving Spouse Corner: Making the Best of the Holidays After Loss
Thisarticle originally appearedin MOAA'Counciland ChapterNewsupdate,which is deliveredmonthly

in The MOAANewsl|etter Readthe latest Counciland ChapterNewshere.)

By Cindy Bondi, Surviving SpouseAdvisory Committee member
Holidays come around ® OEAEO 1 xiI DAAAh xEAOEAO xAd0A OA
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After the loss of my husband, that first set of holidays was a whirlwind. My blendddmily came

AOI OT A xEOE 1 EOOI A PIATTEICch A0 OEAU I AAA OO
seemed natural to be together.

4EA UAAOO OET AA OEAO AEAEOOO OAO 1T &£ EI1EAAUO A
ready to set a new tradition, but I find it difficult because the circumstances in my life have changed,
as has my growing and changing family.

Last year, all the kids decided to coordinate spending every other year with their-laws, and so it
was the first yearthat | would have to find another way to spend Christmas without them. My sister
invited me to spend Christmas Eve and day with her and her husband and her two grown kids. |
accepted, but | had not expected it to be much fun.

It turned out to be one of theAA OO OEI AO )8A EAA ET UAAOO8 7A
literally took six hours! It reminded me of the way my sister and | opened presents in our family
when we were kids. Our dad always examined every gift and made a big deal out of the sesll
things.

| left her house with a new perspective. | will try to keep an open mind about the holidays and remin
myself the following:

| am not alone.

y6i OEAT E&EOI &£ O AOGAT OEA Oi Al 1 A6GO OEET ¢O
| know there are people who care and want to help. | need tearn to accept help.

)y OOU 1106 OF xiToou TO0 1AO0 EZAAO OAEA 1 OGAOS
It becomes more evident that everyone who | have crossed paths with has been there for a
reason.

As | move into the 2019 holiday season, | know there will be sonstruggles, but there also will be
joys along the way.

=A =4 =4 4 =4

Find past Surviving SpouseCorner articles on MOAA.org.
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https://www.moaa.org/content/tmn/the-moaa-newsletter/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-enewsletters/council-and-chapter-news/council-and-chapter-news-recent/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-committee/surviving-spouse-corner/
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Chapter dues renewals:

Chapter dues renewals are in full swing @wihg well. A
lot of our members are renewing online; it is fast, easy
Wade _ and secure, through the National MOAA web link belo
Humphries https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
Esther A reminder will be sent soon to those who have not ye
Merriam renewed. Our Chapter dues are separate from nation
Lisa Phillips MOAA dues and runs on a calendar year ($20, $35 an
Kathleen $50 for one, two and three years respectivelyhafiks to
Ladner all for supporting our local chapter. Our chapter

Gigi McGraw membership is thriving due to all of you!

Sandy McEwer

Greqg Vitalis Website

Stella Gamble Changes have been made to our website. Be sure to
GM Stripling check it out and let us know what you think.

Joy Toffel www.MOAABIrmingham.org

Arde Kohn
Margie Jeffries
Al Lassiter

Ida Pack
Marilyn
Bassett

Ann Langley
Joan Bailey
Mamie Flynn
Lin Musgrove

Greater Birmingham MOAA Coins

Semper Fi,

Don Lehman, LTC, USMCR (retired)
Membership Chair
don.lehmanl@gmail.com

I Personalized MOAA Nam
The new Greater Birmingham Chapter ersonalized MO ametags

MOAA Challenge Coins are now
available to order for only $10 per coin!
This coin will make a wonderful gift and
must-have for any challenge coin
collection. You can also order coins by
contacting:

LTC (ret) Don Lelman at
don.lehmanl@gmail.com

Display cases are available for $1 each,
and orders to be mailed should add $1
per coin.

MOAA nametagwith white lettering on white,
approximately the size of a business cardiith magnetic
backsare available for $8.50 each

through J.D. Crawford.

Mail your name, rank and branch of service (or other
information as applicable, i.e. surviving spouse, ejcalong
with $8.50 for each nametag ordered to James D. Crawford,
3076 Brookhill Drive, Birmingham, AL 35242.

Make checks payable to James D. Crawford.
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